Gotterup shakes hands
with Jack Wall in the &
quarterfinals of the Mety
Amateur (center); two
days later he took home
the trophy (left).
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is one of the many thoughts Chris Gotterup has when
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of the Year Award.

Gotterup led the 2018 Ike by five shots
with nine holes to play. “All of a sudden, I
knew where I was,” he says. “I just started
collapsing and couldn’t keep the ball in the
fairway.” Instead of closing out what seemed
like a surevictory, Gotterup carded a 5-over-
par 41 and finished two shots behind
Michael Graboyes of Watchung Valley.

Even with the letdown of the Ike and a
couple other finishes, 2018 was a big step-
ping stone for Rumson Country Club’s
Gotterup, as he finished seventh on the
MGA’s Player of the Year points list. The
upward trend continued for the Little Silver,
N.J.,native during his sophomore season at
Rutgers University, where he closed the
spring of 2019 with a trio of consecutive
top-five finishes in collegiate events and
earned Second Team All-Big Ten honors.

He entered this summer aiming to earn
that elusive first MGA victory, buta missed
cut in the Ike at Canoe Brook provided a
less-than-ideal start. Butjusta few dayslater
Gotterup and his father Morten won the

MGA’s Father & Son Champi-
onship at Cold Spring Country
Club in Huntington, N.Y. Gotterup
admits he brushed off his dad’s sugges-
tion they play in such eventsin the past,but
he’s proud of the win that came alongside
the man he calls the “driving force” behind
hisinvolvementin the game.“To go outand
win, that wasa cool thing to dowith my dad
and itkind of kick-started the summer,”said
Gotterup.

A fourth-place finish followed in the
New Jersey Amateur at Neshanic Valley
before his major breakthrough in the New
Jersey Open at Trump National-Bedmin-
ster. In contention yet again down the
stretch, Gotterup showed what he had
learned from the previous year by firing a
4-under 32 on his inward nine to win by
three shots. “I just took a deep breath and
was like, ‘Finally, I gotit done. It was ahuge
relief,” said Gotterup.

Even with the confidence-building win,
Gotterup worked hard with swing coach
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Jason Birnbaum in preparing to face Hud-
son National and the grueling challenge of
the Met Amateur just eight days later.

“My approach to the week was to take it
one step at a time because at Arcola [in
2018],1got way too caught up in what was
going to happen instead of making it hap-
pen,’said Gotterup, who had earned medal-
ist honors behind a course-record 63 but
lost in the opening round of match play. “I
just wanted to try and get myself a friendly
seed and then go to work in match play.”

He qualified as the No. 3 seed with scores
of 69-70, and in the quarterfinal round
survived a 19-hole match against former
Christian Brothers Academy teammate Jack
Wall of Manasquan River. Another tough
match ensued, as he edged Adam Xiao of

Old Westburybya2-and-1marginto create
anall-Big Ten final against defending cham-
pionand Penn State University senior Ryan
Davis of New Jersey National.

The duo combined for nine birdiesin an
early eight-hole stretch, but thelong-hitting
Gotterup closed the morning 18 with a
3-up advantage thanks to wins on three of
the final five holes. His determination and
steadiness carried over into the afternoon
where he won Nos.9-10and 12-13 to close
strongly for a convincing 7-and-5 victory.

The win launched Gotterup to the top
of the points list, but there was still work to
be done, with such familiar competitors as
Ike and New Jersey Amateur champion
Dawson Jones of Eagle Oaks and Christian
Cavaliere of Mahopac trailing by less than
50 points.

The Met Open at Piping Rock served as
the final opportunity for Gotterup—and
mostothersatop thelisting—to gain points.
After an opening round 72, Gotterup
improved inrounds two and three, posting

scores of 69 and 68 to rise up the
leaderboard.

“Iknew I had to play well the last round,
and I was watching it come down the
stretch,” said Gotterup. When all the scores
were final, Gotterup finished tied for 15th
overall and as the third low amateur. The
100 points helped Gotterup maintain his
cushion over Cavaliere and Jones, though
2017 MGA Player of the Year James
Nicholas of Westchester made up ground
thanks to his finish as low amateur.

Nicholas was the only threat to Got-
terup’slead asthe season’s schedulewound
down, but a missed cut in Fresh Meadow
Country Club’s Sarazen Invitational ended
his chances. Gotterup accumulated his
season’s 770 points in just five events — an
astounding figure considering that the
MGA’s last 15 Player of the Year honorees
played in more than 10 events on average
during their title-winning seasons.

“To win the MGA Jerry Courville Sr.
Player of the Year award is so special to me

10. Jack Wall

Manasquan River Golf Club 389

for many reasons,” said Gotterup. “I have
grown up playingin MGA eventssince I was
alittle kid, and to see what I have become
over the years is pretty awesome looking
back on it. To have my name be affiliated
with some of the great names in the history
of the MGA and golf in general is truly
awesome.”

A experience like Gotterup had in the
2018 Ike has the potential to haunt players
for years, but with a pair of big-stage victo-
riesin 2019, he canlook back fondly on the
then-crushing finish. “That was the best
thing that probably has ever happened to
me,because I realized whatIdid wrongand
got to learn so much from that one event,”
said Gotterup.

For Gotterup, the shift came in his focus
on the golf course. Instead of watching
scores or seeing how he stands, he tries to
think and talk about anything except golf
as he strolls the fairways. “You just have to
hit each shot the best you can. When I get
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up to the shot, I focus in for that 20-30
seconds, know what I have to do, then kind
of go back to relaxing,” he says.

This mentality has carried into his fall
season at Rutgers, where he posted another

string of three-consecutive top-five finishes
and even gained his first collegiate victory,
firing 14-under-par (68-63-68) in the Fight-
ing Irish Classic to best a quality field by
eight shots. With his game and confidence

continuing to reach new heights, Gotterup
is poised and eager for what stands ahead:
“Itllbe tough to backit up,but 'm going to
seewhatI can do again nextyear.I'm excited
for what’s in store.” W



